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far as I am able, and to make use of the knowledge which
I have acquired, however inferiour to that of others.

The argument, sir, the only real argument, which has
been produced in favour of the restraint of wages now
proposed, appears to me by no means conclusive; nor can
I believe that the meanest and most ignorant seaman
would, if it were proposed to him, hesitate a moment for
an answer to it* Let me suppose, sir, a merchant urging
it as a charge against a seaman, that ho raises his demand
of wages in time of war, would not the sailor readily re-
ply, that harder labour required larger pay? Would he
not ask, why the general practice of mankind is charged
as a crime upon him only? Inquire, says he, of the
workmen in the docks, have they not doublo wages for
double labour? and is not their lot safe and easy in com-
parison with mine, who at once encounter danger and
support fatigue, carry on war and commerce at the same
time, conduct the ship and oppose the enemy, and am
equally exposed to captivity aud shipwreck ?

That this is, in reality, the state of a sailor in time of war,
I think, sir, too evident to require proof; nor do I see what
reply can be made to the sailor's artless oxpOHtnhttion.

I know not why the sailors alone should servo their
country to their disadvantage, and be expected to en-
counter danger without the incitement of a reward*

Nor will any part of the hardships of this clause be alle-
viated by the expedient suggested by an honourable mem-
ber, who spoke, some time ago, of grunting, or allowing, to
a sailor, whose contract shall be void, what our courts of
law should adjudge him to deserve, a quantum mentit:
for, according to the general interpretation of our statutes,
it will be determined that he has forfeited his whole claim
by illegal contract. To instance, sir, the statute of usury.
He that stipulates for higher interest than is allowed, is
not able to recover his legal demand, but irrecoverably
forfeits the whole.

Thus, sir, an unhappy sailor who shall innocently trjans-
gress this law, must lose all the profit of his voyage, and
have nothing to relieve him after his fatigues; but when
t*e has by his courage repelled the enemy, aud, by his